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Introduction

The study of nanomaterials has led to a 
new area of scientific inquiry with enor-
mous potential for breakthroughs in a vari-
ety of fields. Among these materials, ruthe-
nium nanoclusters have drawn scientists’ 
attention because of their characteristics 
enabling a wide range of uses. The study 
of ruthenium nanoclusters, which are com-
posed of a limited number of ruthenium 
atoms (Ru), is a rapidly developing area of 
nanotechnology. These materials’ nanos-
cale size endows them with unique charac-
teristics making them highly adaptable to 
a wide range of applications. Ruthenium 
nanoclusters are highly effective in cata-
lyzing chemical reactions because of their 
large surface area and tunable electronic 
structure (Figure 1). They are essential to 
sensor technologies, because their size-de-
pendent electrical characteristics enable 
the sensitive detection of gases and biomol-
ecules. Ruthenium nanoclusters, by aiding 
in the creation of novel materials, have 
found multiple applications in electronics, 

and have shown promise for use in memory 
devices, transistors, and conductive coat-
ings. Researchers are investigating addi-
tional applications in batteries and superca-
pacitors to improve efficiency [1, 2].

Because of their biocompatibility and 
stability, ruthenium nanoclusters can 
potentially be used in biomedical appli-
cations such as drug delivery systems 
and imaging agents. Furthermore, these 
nanoclusters have shown promise in 
photocatalysis, a field of science involv-
ing light-driven chemical processes, and 
applications in environmental cleanup and 
renewable energy. Ruthenium nanoclusters 
may potentially influence the development 
of nanomaterials in many scientific fields, 
as researchers continue to elucidate their 
complex features [3].

Catalysis

That are changing the way that ruthenium 
nanocluster may be used in any reaction for 
improving the speed of reaction process. 
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Abstract

Ruthenium nanoclusters have shown great promise as multifunctional nanomaterials in broad scientific and 
technological sectors. Owing to their distinct characteristics arising from their nanoscale size and tunable 
electrical configuration, ruthenium nanoclusters are highly useful in photocatalysis, biomedical, electronics, 
sensors, and energy storage applications. Ruthenium nanoclusters are an effective catalyst with remarkable 
activity and selectivity. Contact with reactants is facilitated by their large surface area. Size-dependent elec-
tronic characteristics enable ruthenium nanoclusters to detect gases and biomolecules with high sensitivity and 
selectivity. The creation of sophisticated materials for electronic devices, such as transistors, memory chips, 
and conductive coatings, is facilitated by ruthenium nanoclusters. These materials’ distinct electronic struc-
tures enable more effective and flexible electronic systems, and consequently improve device performance.
Because of their stability and biocompatibility, ruthenium nanoclusters are used in the biomedical industry 
as drug delivery systems and imaging agents. Finally, ruthenium nanoclusters have shown photocatalytic 
efficiency in light-driven chemical processes, and thus may aid in solar energy conversion and environmental 
cleanup. Their roles in sustainable uses of solar energy may make these materials valuable for solving global 
problems.
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Their large surface area, arising from their nanoscale size, 
improves reactivity with substrates. This feature, together 
with ruthenium’s distinct electrical structure at the nanos-
cale, supports these materials’ exceptional catalytic activity 
and selectivity [4].

Research has focused on using ruthenium nanoclusters in 
a variety of catalytic applications. For example, these nano-
clusters are remarkably efficient in hydrogenation processes, 
thereby providing a more environmentally friendly catalyst sub-
stitute than conventional materials. Ruthenium nanoclusters can 
also catalyze oxidation processes, thus expanding their potential 
use in the creation of useful chemical intermediates [5].

Sensors

Because of their size-dependent electrical characteristics, 
ruthenium nanoclusters are strong candidates for use in sen-
sors. These characteristics have led to applications in the 
highly sensitive and selective detection of gases and biomol-
ecules [6].

Ruthenium nanoclusters provide a flexible framework 
for detecting various gases in environmental monitoring, 
thus aiding in early detection of environmental contami-
nants. Furthermore, they are used in medical diagnostics, in 
which accurate biomarker identification is essential for early 
diagnosis of medical conditions. Ruthenium nanoclusters’ 
responsiveness is enhanced by their nanoscale size, which 
makes them ideal for creating advanced sensors with rapid 

detection times [7]. Figure 2 describes the ruthenium nano-
clusters used in biosensing and bioimaging.

Electronics

In the electronics sector, ruthenium nanoclusters have gained 
attention for their roles in creating cutting-edge materials 
with enhanced electrical characteristics. Their electrical 
structure is influenced by quantum phenomena at the nanos-
cale; therefore, they are candidates of interest for use in con-
ductive coatings, memory devices, and transistors [8].

Because of their qualities, ruthenium nanoclusters have 
been integrated into electrical devices to enhance device 
performance. These applications have enabled enhanced 
switching properties, elevated conductivity, and heightened 
stability. Current investigations of ruthenium nanoclusters 
in electronic applications have indicated a paradigm shift 
toward the use of nanoscale materials for next-generation 
electronic devices [9].

Energy storage

The search for cutting-edge materials for energy storage 
devices has prompted scientists to examine the possibili-
ties of ruthenium nanoclusters. These nanoscale structures 
have notable characteristics, and may markedly advance the 
supercapacitor and battery industries [10].

Figure 1 Structure of ruthenium nanoclusters.

Figure 2 Schematic of ruthenium nanoclusters used in biosensing and bioimaging applications.
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Device efficiency and energy storage capacity can be 
enhanced in novel ways with ruthenium nanoclusters. 
Because of their large surface area and tunable character-
istics, they are excellent choices for electrode materials that 
affect charge storage processes. Future developments in 
energy storage technology may be influenced by ruthenium 
nanoclusters, as the demand for effective and sustainable 
energy storage solutions continues to rise [11].

Current approaches to fabricating 
ruthenium nanoclusters
Several current approaches to fabricating silver nanoclusters, 
including their advantages and disadvantages, are summa-
rized in Table 1.

Biomedical applications

In biomedicine, ruthenium nanoclusters are versatile mol-
ecules with particular benefits for drug delivery systems 
and imaging applications. Their biocompatibility, stability, 
and tunable surface qualities make ruthenium nanoclusters 
attractive options in this ever-changing field [12].

Ruthenium nanoclusters are used in medication delivery to 
carry therapeutic substances and enable regulated and targeted 
drug release. Moreover, the imaging capabilities of ruthenium 
nanoclusters have enabled improvements in medical diagnos-
tics and treatment monitoring in applications including fluo-
rescence or magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) [13].

Photo catalysis

Ruthenium nanoclusters are essential to the development of 
photocatalysis, the use of light-driven chemical processes in 

a variety of applications. By serving as effective catalysts, 
these nanoclusters support environmentally friendly meth-
ods of energy conversion and environmental cleanup.

In photocatalysis, ruthenium nanoclusters capture solar 
radiation with exceptional efficacy. This characteristic is 
particularly important for the development of sustainable 
energy solutions, such as water splitting and manufacturing 
of solar fuel. Their use in environmental remediation proce-
dures further emphasizes their potential for decreasing pol-
lution and addressing global issues.

Because they enable many flexible applications in the 
disciplines of photocatalysis, energy storage, biomedical 
applications, sensors, electronics, and catalysis, ruthenium 
nanoclusters are at the forefront of nanomaterial innovation. 
This diversity of applications highlights nanocluster research 
as an active and evolving body of study with the potential to 
transform multiple scientific and technological fields. The 
profound effects of ruthenium nanoclusters on a range of 
sectors will be increasingly understood as further studies are 
conducted on these intricate structures. In the future, these 
nanoscale structures are expected to be essential for solv-
ing challenging problems and leading to innovation [14–16]. 
Figure 3 describes the various properties of ruthenium.

Literature review

Because of their qualities providing clear benefits over con-
ventional catalysts, ruthenium nanoclusters have become a 
major topic of study in catalysis. The many uses of ruthe-
nium nanoclusters in catalysis are examined in this litera-
ture review, along with their selectivity, catalytic activity, 
and contributions to long-term chemical transformations. 
Ruthenium nanoclusters’ large surface area and nanoscale 
size endow them with remarkable catalytic activity. One 
notable study on magnetite-supported ruthenium nanoparti-
cles has demonstrated the efficiency of these nanoparticles as 

Table 1 Summary of Current Approaches to Fabricating Ruthenium Nanoclusters

Fabrication Method  Advantages  Disadvantages
Chemical Reduction  Relatively simple and scalable process  Requirement of toxic reagents (e.g., NaBH4)

 High yield  Lack of precise control over size and shape

 Potential for tuning size and composition  Aggregation tendency

 Ability to be performed at moderate temperatures  Potential need for additional ligands for stability

Solvent Thermal Method  Control over size and morphology  Limited scalability

 High purity of resulting nanoclusters  High temperature requirement

 Potential for producing monodisperse nanoclusters  Energy-intensive process

 Ability to incorporate dopants or ligands  Complex synthesis procedures

 Relatively narrow size distribution  

Microemulsion Method  Well-defined size and shape control  Limitation to specific nanocluster sizes

 Facile scalability  Requirement of surfactants and co-surfactants

 High stability of resulting nanoclusters  Complex optimization for desired properties

 Potential for functionalization during synthesis  Potential multistep synthesis

 Homogeneous nucleation and growth  

Electrochemical Method  Mild reaction conditions  Limited control over size and morphology

 Continuous, controllable process  Requirement of specialized equipment and expertise

 High purity of resulting nanoclusters  Need for electrolyte selection for cluster stability

 Potential for large-scale production  Limited to specific electrolyte systems

 Potential for direct deposition onto substrates  
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recoverable catalysts for the mild hydrogenation of arenes. 
The ability of ruthenium nanoclusters to effectively catalyze 
these types of reactions suggests that they may find further 
use in environmentally friendly and sustainable chemical 
processes. Moreover, ruthenium nanoclusters have been 
demonstrated to be highly effective in oxidation processes. 
Their ability to serve as oxidation catalysts, thus contributing 
to the synthesis of valuable chemical intermediates, has been 
explored in multiple studies. The adaptability of ruthenium 
nanoclusters in catalyzing processes beyond hydrogenation 
has been demonstrated by research on ruthenium nanopar-
ticle-decorated black phosphorus nanosheets. Ruthenium 
nanoclusters are important for catalysis because of their 
selectivity, which is essential for several chemical reactions. 
They are ideal for selective catalysis because of their tunable 
characteristics and distinct electronic structures at the nano-
scale. This selectivity has been exploited in applications as 
diverse as precise chemical manufacturing and pharmaceuti-
cal synthesis [17–19]. Figure 4 describes dynamic hydrogen 
production from methanol by using a ruthenium catalyst.

In intricate organic reactions, ruthenium nanoclusters 
have shown encouraging catalytic activity. Researchers have 
examined their catalysis of C-C and C-N bond formation 
processes, thus leading to the production of complex organic 
compounds. The pharmaceutical sector, in which precise 

control over chemical reactions is crucial for drug develop-
ment, has found great value in these materials. Ruthenium 
nanoclusters are useful in heterogeneous catalysis as well as 
conventional homogeneous catalysis, because of their excep-
tional catalytic capabilities. To improve their stability and 
recyclability, and to create more sustainable catalytic sys-
tems, ruthenium nanoclusters can be immobilized on support 
materials. This aspect is important, because catalyst lifespan 
and reusability are critical considerations in industrial oper-
ations. Ruthenium nanoclusters are used catalytically in a 
broad range of chemical transformations. Their ability to 
catalyze a wide range of reactions makes them an invalua-
ble tool for process engineers and synthetic chemists. This 
versatility demonstrates the dynamic properties of ruthenium 
nanoclusters as catalysis. In summary, research on ruthenium 
nanoclusters’ catalytic applications has emphasized their 
value in developing environmentally friendly and sustainable 
chemistry. The references cited herein provide insights into 
the wide range of reactions that ruthenium nanoclusters can 
catalyze, thus demonstrating their effectiveness in oxidation, 
hydrogenation, and other organic transformations. The poten-
tial of ruthenium nanocluster catalysis to influence chemical 
synthesis and industrial processes is becoming increasingly 
apparent as researchers continue to examine their complex-
ities. The potential to create more effective, selective, and 
ecologically friendly catalytic systems is spurring research in 
the field [20–23]. Figure 5 shows immunotherapies and com-
bination therapies using ruthenium nanoclusters.

Because ruthenium nanoclusters have qualities that make 
them suitable for detecting gases and biomolecules, their 
use as sensors has attracted substantial attention. The appli-
cations of ruthenium nanoclusters in sensor technology are 
examined herein, with an emphasis on the materials’ sen-
sitivity, selectivity, and potential to improve environmental 
monitoring and medical diagnostics. The exceptional per-
formance of ruthenium nanoclusters as sensors is based on 
their size-dependent electrical characteristics. Their ability 
to selectively interact with particular analytes makes them 
useful for highly sensitive gas and biomolecule detection. 
Black phosphorus nanosheets adorned with ruthenium nan-
oparticles as a dual-mode biosensor have demonstrated the 
potential of ruthenium nanoclusters in sensing applications 
for improved hydrogen peroxide (H

2
O

2
) detection, as well 

as their flexibility and sensitivity. Ruthenium nanoclusters 
have been used in environmental monitoring to accurately 
identify various gasses. These clusters have a large surface 

Figure 4 Dynamic hydrogen production from methanol with ruthenium catalysts.

Figure 3 Various physical properties of ruthenium.
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area because of their nanoscale size, thus facilitating more 
interactions with gas molecules. This characteristic enhances 
the sensitivity of sensors based on ruthenium nanoclusters 
and makes them useful for the early identification of envi-
ronmental contaminants. This application may influence 
industrial emissions control, air quality monitoring, and 
general environmental health. With the use of ruthenium 
nanoclusters, sensor technology in the biomedical industry 
has substantially advanced. Regarding the potential of ruthe-
nium nanoclusters in medical diagnostics, a prior study5 has 
emphasized their use in high-performance MRI of cancer 
cells. Because of their stability and biocompatibility, ruthe-
nium nanoclusters are a good choice for imaging applications 
in biological systems. Their adaptable surface characteristics 
further increase their utility in biomolecular detection sen-
sor design, thereby advancing the field of illness diagnostics. 
Ruthenium nanoclusters can be used for purposes beyond 
conventional sensing. Their integration into wearable and 
portable sensor devices has the potential to revolutionize 
point-of-care diagnostics. The development of miniaturized 
and portable sensors using ruthenium nanoclusters has ena-
bled real-time monitoring of biomarkers and environmental 
pollutants, thus offering rapid on-site detection capabilities. 
The tunable nature of ruthenium nanoclusters has also facil-
itated the development of chemosensors with selectivity 
toward specific analytes. This selectivity is crucial in medi-
cal diagnostics, in which precise detection of biomarkers is 
essential for early disease diagnosis. Ruthenium nanoclus-
ter-based chemosensors provide a platform for designing 
devices that can discriminate among analytes and enhance 
the specificity of the detection process. The literature on the 
application of ruthenium nanoclusters as sensors highlights 
their versatility and potential contributions to environmen-
tal monitoring and medical diagnostics. The cited references 
provide insights into the diverse applications of ruthenium 
nanoclusters in sensor platforms, including detecting gases 
and imaging cancer cells. As research in this field continues 

to evolve, the promise of ruthenium nanoclusters in devel-
oping advanced sensor technologies for a wide range of 
applications is becoming increasingly evident. Their unique 
electronic properties, coupled with advancements in nano-
technology, position ruthenium nanoclusters as key players 
in the future of sensor technology [24–27]. Figure 6 shows 
the antitumor effects of these materials.

The potential substitution of alkaline water electrolysis 
occurs due to the lower water dissociation and it is similar 
to the hydrogen adsorption energy. To enhance the kinetics 
of water dissociation and accelerate the electrolysis process, 
a novel technique has been proposed in which local charge 
transfer is used to modify the electrical environment of ruthe-
nium catalysts. Ru-N coordination polymers based on por-
phyrin and layered in two dimensions are assembled on nano-
carbon substrates and then pyrolyzed to produce the final 
catalysts. These catalysts exhibit exceptional performance, 
owing to their distinct electronic environments, local charge 
transfer characteristics, and well-defined ruthenium nano-
cluster-Nx-coordination bonds. These catalysts demonstrate 
remarkable activity, with an overpotential of only 17 mV at 
10 mA cm−2, and exhibit strong stability in water, surpassing 
that of even the most advanced ruthenium catalysts [28].

The synthesis of conductive and acid-stable IrRu@Te 
catalysts has been achieved through a hydrothermal one-pot 
process. These catalysts are made of an amorphous tellurium 
nanoparticle support loaded with ultrafine IrRu intermetal-
lic nanoclusters. Additionally, they require overpotentials 
of only 220 and 303 mV to achieve 10 and 100 mA cm−2, 
respectively. Furthermore, IrRu@Te demonstrates substan-
tial specific activity, thus showcasing its superior perfor-
mance in contrast to that of other commercially available 
Ir- and ruthenium-based catalysts, as well as unsupported 
IrRu. Additionally, IrRu@Te exhibits an unprecedented 
mass activity, reaching 590

AgIrRu
−1 at a potential of 270 mV, 

surpassing that of most reported Ir- and ruthenium-based 
OER catalysts [29]. The synthesis process results in a highly 

Figure 5 Immunotherapy and combination therapy with ruthenium nanoclusters.
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monodispersed nanocluster bound to 9-ethynylphenanthrene 
and is achieved through a simple high-yield approach. By 
imitating the function of a conjugated organic polymer, this 
nanocluster has displayed an impressive ability to detect 
nitroaromatic explosives in solution through a luminescence 
quenching method, with a KSV value as high as 4.98×104 
M−1 [30]. That study described the initial utilization of the 
RuCu bimetal in gas-sensitive material. By using a direct 
co-reduction method to modify SnO

2
 nanoparticle clusters, 

we have achieved successful synthesis of RuCu bimetallic 
nanoparticles with small sizes. The remarkable gas perfor-
mance of the RuCu bimetal is attributable to its synergis-
tic effects resulting in higher catalytic activity than that of 
the individual metals. Additionally, the chemical and elec-
trical sensitization of the RuCu bimetal plays a important 
role [31]. Ammonia is synthesized more rapidly (at a rate of 
5.557 mol g

cat
−1 h−1) through the catalysis of strained ruthe-

nium nanoclusters in room-temperature nitrate electrore-
duction than through the Haber−Bosch process [32]. Prior 
research has underscored the importance of modifying the 
surrounding bonds to efficiently regulate the stability and 
catalytic activity of ruthenium clusters. These findings pres-
ent an opportunity to create water electrolysis catalysts with 
improved longevity and performance. Previous studies have 
documented the use of ruthenium nanoparticles as catalysts, 
with a focus on ruthenium nanoclusters for expediting alka-
line water electrolysis and ammonia electrosynthesis, and 
enhancing n-pentanol sensing performance through RuCu 
alloy nanoparticles. These catalysts and their potential for 

exceptional performance in these processes have been exam-
ined [33]. Applications of ruthenium nanoclusters are pre-
sented in Figure 7.

Ru(o) nanoclusters with nitrogen-doped graphene exhibit 
remarkable performance as multifunctional catalysts for the 
oxygen reduction reaction and hydrogen evolution reaction. 
In alkaline solution, their activity is comparable to that of 
commercial Pt/C, thus highlighting their effectiveness as 
catalysts. The exceptional catalytic properties of Ru(o) 
nanoclusters have substantial implications for the advance-
ment of sustainable energy conversion processes. Electrodes 

Figure 7 Applications of ruthenium nanoclusters.

Figure 6 Schematic of antitumor effects of ruthenium nanoclusters.
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composed of Ru/MOC exhibit exceptional robustness and 
stability, and therefore are highly promising for practical 
applications in biosensing, catalysis, and energy storage. 
Furthermore, their production is both economically viable 
and environmentally benign [34]. A high-energy superca-
pacitor has been constructed by incorporating ruthenium 
and manganese oxide nanoparticles into reduced graphene 
oxide (RGO). The oxide nanoparticles, ranging in size from 
2 to 10 nm, are uniformly distributed on 2D nanosheets of 
RGO. The presence of RM nanoparticles (NPs) expands the 
RGO interlayers and consequently increases the number of 
micro- and mesopores. Assembled as symmetric superca-
pacitor electrodes in a 0.5 M KOH electrolyte, these nano-
composites have an impressive energy density of 22.26 Wh 
kg−1 and a capacitance of 641 F g−1. The initial capacitance is 
maintained over 1000 cycles [35]. RuO

2
 nanoparticles have 

been synthesized through the instant technique, with Li
2
CO

3
 

serving as a stabilizing agent, and subsequently subjected to 
microwave irradiation at 60°C, to investigate their superca-
pacitance properties. This high specific capacitance makes 
hydrous RuO

2
 a promising material for energy storage. 

However, as the crystallinity of RuO
2
 increases, the specific 

capacitance decreases. A reliable method has been described 
for producing RuO

2
 nanoparticles rapidly and consistently; 

these materials can subsequently be used in supercapacitors 
and water electrolysis applications [36]. This method is both 
scalable and straightforward, and therefore is an attractive 
option for future energy storage applications. The RGM 
system demonstrates excellent capacitive performance, 
electrochemical stability, and ease of preparation [37]. The 
effectiveness of ruthenium nanoparticles on carbon nanofib-
ers as catalysts in the Li-CO

2
 reaction is truly exceptional. 

Consequently, our strategy offers a new and promising 
route for the development of Li-CO

2
 batteries with superior 

performance. Moreover, this approach has the potential to 
drive advancements in catalysis and other renewable energy 
storage technologies [38]. To create ruthenium nanoparti-
cles (RuHT, RuPET, and RuPA), RuCl

3
 reduction has been 

performed with hydrazine hydrate. The nanoparticles were 
subsequently stabilized through the self-assembly of organic 
molecules (hexanethiol, phenylethanethiol, and phenylac-
etylene). The difference in capacitance may potentially be 
explained by the varying proportion of ruthenium in a higher 
valence state and the interfacial bonding between ruthe-
nium and the outer layer of organic ligands [39]. Figure 8 
describes the applications of ruthenium nanoclusters.

To develop oxygenic hybrid ruthenium sulfide nano-
clusters (RuSx NCs) with a high photothermal effect for 

Figure 8 Applications of ruthenium nanoclusters.
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photothermal therapy of tumors in living mice, the levels of 
sulfur flaws and oxygen concentrations must be precisely 
controlled. This control can be accomplished through a sim-
ple bottom-up approach that facilitates the manufacturing 
of RuSx NCs. A proposed defect engineering technique not 
only allows for the creation of RuSx NCs with exceptional 
photothermal properties but also presents an opportunity 
for investigating the potential of these nanoclusters in var-
ious biomedical applications in the future [40]. Ruthenium-
quercetin conjugated nanoclusters have been synthesized a 
one-pot reflux process. To address the potential health haz-
ards associated with inhaling heavy metal ions such as cobalt, 
researchers have developed a fluorescent probe enabling the 
precise measurement of Co(II) levels in both living cells and 
aqueous solutions. The hybrid nanoclusters within the probe, 
with an average size of 2 nm, are formed by combining the 
flavonoid quercetin with ruthenium(II) ions. The fluorescent 
probe exhibits a linear response to Co(II) concentrations 
ranging from 0.03 to 100 μM, with a detection limit of 9.28 
nM. Nanoconjugates have been formed by coordinating pec-
tin and dopamine with a ruthenium molecule through a pol-
ysaccharide-metal complex. These conjugates, measuring 
approximately 200 nm in size, exhibit selective suppression 
of the 786-O human renal cell cancer cell line. Multispectral 
data have confirmed the successful coordination of pec-
tin and dopamine with the ruthenium complex leading to 
the self-assembly of regular nanospheres [41]. Ru1085, a 
Ru(II) metallacycle renowned for its profound optical pen-
etration capability, has been fabricated and found to reach 
depths as high as 6 mm and to have high chemo-photother-
apy effectiveness. This metallacycle is excited at 808 nm, 
and its emission extends beyond 1000 nm. Through precise 
NIR-II fluorescence imaging, Ru1085 enables monitoring 
of chemo-phototherapy against A549 tumors, and ensures 
minimal invasiveness and long-term efficacy. The develop-
ment of long-wavelength emissive metallacycles is poised 
to introduce novel opportunities for the utilization of met-
al-based agents in biomedical applications [42]. The coordi-
nation complexes of ruthenium (II) and iridium (III) exhibit 
remarkable structural, photophysical, and biological attrib-
utes. These complexes have immense potential as agents for 
bioimaging and cancer treatment [43]. The effectiveness of 
transferrin-ruthenium nanoparticles in tumor eradication has 
been demonstrated through both in vivo and in vitro tech-
niques. This effectiveness is attributable to their low toxicity 

and exceptional ability to destroy cells [44]. Manufactured 
Ru-CDs showcased promising results and a diverse range 
of biological uses, but the plasmid DNA was susceptible to 
harm solely in the presence of light and Ru-CDs (rutheni-
um-containing carbon dots). Hence, the manufactured ruthe-
nium-containing carbon dots have shown promising results 
and may find diverse biological uses [45]. The combination 
of ruthenium complexes and selenium nanoparticles displays 
synergistic antimicrobial effects. Ruthenium complexes and 
Selenium nanoparticles displayed a synergistic antimicro-
bial effect this was compared with other synergistic effect. 
With their strong antibacterial action, remarkable selectivity, 
and good biocompatibility, Se@PEP-Ru NPs hold promise 
as a potential antimicrobial agent [46]. The use of RuTiO

2
 

(Ru-doped TiO
2
) nanoparticles and multiwall carbon nano-

tubes as composite materials has posed challenges; however, 
the customized sensor has successfully shown effectiveness 
in the electrochemical analysis of clozapine [47]. Moreover, 
sRuNPs have shown notable therapeutic efficacy in mice with 
ALI, even when administered 6 hours after APAP intoxica-
tion. This innovative approach allows for precise adjustment 
of nanozymes’ catalytic activities, thus making them suitable 
for various biomedical applications [48]. Liquid exfoliation 
has enabled the creation of a CS/WS2/Ru composite with 
physiological activity. This composite effectively inhibits the 
growth of both S. aureus and E. coli bacteria. Furthermore, 
it has shown a combined anticancer effect against MCF-7 
cancer cells. Prior studies have explored the unique biolog-
ical consequences of this composite in the context of can-
cer applications [49–51]. Synthesized PEG-dBSA-RuS1.7 
NCs exhibit exceptional photothermal conversion capability. 
Notably, these agents demonstrate prolonged blood circu-
lation times and greater tumor-targeting efficiency in vivo 
than existing TMS-based photothermal therapy nanoag-
ents. These enhancements are attributable to their suitable 
hydrodynamic diameter of approximately 70 nm and neutral 
charge of approximately 0 mV. With these advantages, the 
PEG-dBSA-RuS1.7 NCs effectively target specific tumor 
areas and efficiently eliminate cancer cells after exposure to 
near-infrared radiation [52]. Figure 9 describes the forma-
tion of the ruthenium moiety.

Semiconductor-based photocatalysts modified by nano-
clusters are a crucial focus. The incorporation of ruthe-
nium nanoclusters as cocatalysts has been found to greatly 
enhance the photostability and photocatalytic activity of CdS 

Figure 9 Schematic of formation of the ruthenium moiety.
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photocatalysts. Moreover, compared with photo- induced 
ruthenium nanoparticle/CdS composite photocatalysts, the 
ruthenium nanocluster-modified hybrid CdS photocatalyst 
demonstrates enhanced stability and activity [53]. Both bare 
TiO

2
 and TiO

2
 nanoparticles doped with ruthenium at dif-

ferent molar concentrations have been synthesized through 
the precipitation approach. The presence of the ruthenium 
dopant has been hypothesized to be the underlying reason 
for the increased activity observed in the doped materials 
[54]. An antenna-reactor nanostructure has been developed 
through assembly of ultrathin ruthenium nanocluster shells 
onto plasmonic gold nanoantennas, thus ensuring the pres-
ence of the necessary catalytic activity. Within this nanos-
tructure, the gold nanoantennas efficiently interact with light 
and result in the generation of hot carriers. Simultaneously, 
the ruthenium nanoclusters adsorb and activate N

2
, and 

facilitate its reduction to NH
3
 through the utilization of the 

hot electrons [55–57]. Metallic ruthenium-based nanoparti-
cles work well as catalysts in photo- and electro-catalytic 
hydrogen evolution reaction processes. Ruthenium-based 
bimetallic nanomaterials, pure ruthenium nanocrystals, and 
ruthenium/non-metal nanocomposites are among the other 
ruthenium-based nanomaterials that have been created 
[58–60]. The ultra-low loading of Ru6 clusters results in an 
activity more than 20 times that of bare g-C3N4, owing to 
synergistic effects. In-depth examinations of the catalyst’s 
photoluminescence and photo-electrochemical properties 
have demonstrated that the presence of enhanced charge 
migration, inhibition of electron-hole pair recombination, 
and surface-area expansion through exfoliation are factors 
contributing to these effects [61]. Figure 10 describes the 
2D and 3D surface structures of ruthenium nanoclusters, and 
Figure 11 shows comprehensive examinations of the various 
applications of ruthenium nanoclusters from 2014 to 2019.

Figure 10 Appropriate 2D and 3D surface structures of ruthenium nanoclusters.
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Figure 11 Comprehensive examination of various applications of ruthenium nanoclusters from 2014 to 2019.
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Patents related to ruthenium 
nanoclusters
Table 2 lists patents reported for ruthenium nanoclusters 
[62].

Clinical trials involving ruthenium 
nanoclusters/nanoparticles
Table 3 lists clinical trials on ruthenium nanoclusters [63].

Conclusion

In this analysis, we have explored the use of ruthenium nano-
clusters in diverse fields, encompassing biomedical, elec-
tronics, sensors, energy storage, and photocatalysis. Based 
on the 41.2% publication data the ruthenium nanocluster is 
used extensively in catalysis. Additionally, the commonly 
used as a sensor has been 61.4% for sensors, 57.4% for 

electronics, 51.6% for energy storage, 43.2% for biomedical 
applications, and 49.6% for photocatalysis. These findings 
unequivocally demonstrate the extensive applicability of 
ruthenium nanoclusters across various disciplines, and the 
scientific underpinnings of their frequent utilization in dif-
ferent domains.
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